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Introduction

This book has been written for the people of the Christian World,
especially those who for many years have lived a comfortable and
affluent lifestyle, with all their essential needs met. The 20th

century saw many advances in science and technology which
delivered significant improvement and efficiency to the world,
particularly to those who lived in the more developed countries.
Today, the rapidly growing technical advances of the 21st century
continue the process. It is true that the negative effects of the world 
economic downturn of 2007 and the following years has affected
everyone across the world. Even so, many Christian World
citizens who live in affluence have been able to maintain their
comfortable lives, especially when their lives are compared to those 
across the world who live a poor and precarious existence.

The Christian World comprises those areas of our planet where 
Christianity is the dominant or main religion. In geographical
terms, it is very extensive and occupies large parts of the world.
The major Christian World regions include the whole of North
America (Canada and the United States of America), Central
America and the Caribbean, all of South America, South Africa
and much of Central Africa, the whole of Europe, much of Russia,
Northwest China, Australia and New Zealand. In addition, a
number of smaller Christian areas are to be found in India, the
Philippines (both of these places have many millions of
Christians) and other parts of Asia and the western Pacific. The
adherents of Christianity comprise over 33% of the world
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population (Encyclopaedia Britannica 2005 survey), making
Christianity the largest religion in the world.

Of course not everyone who lives in the Christian World is a
follower of Christianity. Roman Catholic regions (mainly Central
and South America along with some of the central and southern
European countries) have the highest proportion of Christian
followers within their total populations; in these areas, 90% or
more are positively identified as Christians. Proportions in the
protestant Christian areas (North America, the rest of Europe,
Australia, New Zealand and Central/South Africa) tend to be
somewhat lower, with over 75% of the populations designated
Christians, while orthodox (Eastern) Christianity has a rather
lower proportion still, perhaps nearer to 50%. These estimates
were suggested by data published in the ‘Adherents.com’ website
which assembles and publishes religious statistics obtained from
sources all over the world.

For the purposes of this book, it is important to stress that it
does not matter whether you the reader are a follower of
Christianity or not, because all who are residents of the Christian
World are required to conform to the laws and moral standards of
whatever Christian country they occupy. In Christian countries,
the laws and moral standards have been developed from the
Christian religion; in other words, they have their basis in the
Bible, the book of Christianity.

If you are a Christian, you will already be aware of this and are
likely to be familiar with the biblical links which are presented
throughout this book. On the other hand, if you have little or no
contact with Christianity at present, it is still highly likely that you
will recognise at least some of the biblical illustrations, either from
earlier memory or from the fact that a great many biblical
teachings and texts have been absorbed into everyday language
and thought across the Christian World.

The book presents and explains the predictions of weather and
climate change which flow from observations of a warming world.
It shows how there are other mechanisms involved too. It seeks
explanations, in particular whether human beings are responsible
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for the dangers that are predicted. It examines actions to solve the
problem. While doing this, the book moves from science to
economics, ethics and beyond. Throughout, the focus remains
steadfastly upon the individual. The suggested thoughts and
actions set out at the end of the book are not for governments or
scientific authorities; they are for us, personally. Each one of us.

Every book which deals with a developing scientific reality will
include facts and figures to support the arguments. There are
many facts in this book. Facts specifically about weather, climate
and global warming as well as energy usage realities in a changing
and developing world. There are facts about the reasons why all
these facts keep changing and what implications flow from these
changes. There are also facts about the decisions and actions of
humanity when faced with the dilemmas that have been presented
to them particularly over the last two or three decades. Finally,
because the focus is upon people of the Christian World, the facts
extend into the morals and ethics of that particular world in the
knowledge that the Bible has been a fundamental influence upon
such matters.

Of figures there are deliberately far fewer and the reason for this 
is simple. This is not intended to be a scientific book giving
detailed numerical data from the most recent studies. The figures
attached to the whole complex arena that contains global
warming, weather and climate change continue to be in a constant 
state of flux, frequently updated by later measurements, studies
and interpretations; even historical data is subject to variation of
opinion within the scientific community. Therefore numerical
data (figures) are only presented in this book when they are judged 
essential to argument or understanding.
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6

Could We Control The Weather?

Weather control is a subject with a long history. People have
wanted to control the weather for many thousands of years – that
is, change it to suit their own purposes and desires. Humanity has
tried many ways in the past; there have been many earnest appeals
to deities, sacrifices offered, special rituals, rain dances (or
stop-the-rain dances!), chants, prayers and incantations. All facets
of the weather have been involved. As well as the desire for rain or
lack of it, there have been earnest requests for wind or calm,
sunshine or cloudiness, heat or cold, dryness or humidity, etc. All
this has happened throughout history and indeed still happens
today to some degree.

The opportunity to be rather more proactive came in the earlier 
part of the last century when there was a growing scientific
understanding of weather. The late 19th century had been a time
of exploration into the physics of weather but it took several more
decades before fundamental weather processes were understood in 
a reasonably coordinated way. By this time, it was recognised that
large weather systems contain vast amounts of energy. To change
these systems in any way implied the input of similar quantities of
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energy and this was known to be an impossibility. Even relatively
small weather events like individual rain showers involve a great
deal of energy.   

On the other hand, studies into the formation of precipitation
suggested there might be a way to influence natural rainfall. Water
is a fundamental of life and the delivery or prevention of rain at a
particular time and place was recognised as a way to help areas that
were afflicted by too much or too little rainfall. Certainly, in harsh
and extreme weather environments, rainfall control of this type
would be of great benefit to the life of the population in general.
All these considerations led to the concept, theory and practice of a 
system of possible rainfall control. This came to be known as
‘cloud seeding’.

Rainfall control by ‘cloud seeding’
Cloud seeding was conceived in the USA in the 1930s. In the
following decades, experiments were pursued with enthusiasm
(not only in the USA) but results were far from conclusive. In
those days, military interest provided a significant impetus for
research. It was thought that weather control could give great
battlefield advantage. For instance the enemy could be bogged
down in continuous torrential rain and greatly weakened; or
perhaps subjected to drought conditions that would generate huge 
logistical problems to meet their army’s water requirements.

It is a fact that research projects seen to have military
advantages are often resourced generously and progressed with
great vigour. However since 1977, the UN has outlawed the use of 
weather modification as a military weapon. Since then, the focus
of all such work has been largely on agriculture or general
population support.
What is ‘cloud seeding’?
Cloud seeding is a pro ce dure which attempts to change the natural 
rainfall that may happen in a par tic ular weather event. In theory,
the pro ce dure may be applied to a range of rainfall sit u a tions; it
may be applied to ev ery thing from small in di vidual shower clouds
to the cloud for ma tions of larger weather systems. Many people as -
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so ciate cloud seeding only with boosting rainfall but it may also be
used to suppress rainfall. In the latter case, the rain is ‘en cour aged’
to fall before it arrives over the target area. Also, the same theory of
cloud seeding may be applied in an attempt to change the char -
acter of the pre cip i ta tion, for instance to prevent hail from falling
on a par tic ular area. There are some places in the world where
violent hail stones are a frequent oc cur rence which causes a great
deal of agricultural crop damage.

Of course, to increase the rainfall of a very dry arid area of the
world would be of great benefit to the local pop u la tion. For some
people who live with frequent drought con di tions, the daily task of 
ac quiring suf fi cient water is a major part of their lives and a great
drain on their personal energy re sources.
How is cloud seeding done?
There are two basic types of cloud seeding and the choice of which
type to use is de pendent upon the tem per a ture struc ture of the
clouds to be treated. The tem per a ture struc ture of a cloud allows it 
to be cate gor ised either as a ‘warm’ cloud or a ‘cold’ cloud. Because 
air pressure de creases with height, air expands as it rises further
from the surface of the Earth. Such ex pan sion requires energy and
that energy is provided from the heat in the air, which cools as a
result.

When cloud forms in the at mo sphere, it also becomes colder
with height. If the cooling within the cloud never takes the tem -
per a ture below freezing point (Zero DegC), then that cloud is
cate gor ised as a ‘warm’ cloud. This type of cloud is com mon place
in the Tropical and Sub-tropical regions of the world but may also
occur in mid-latitude regions during the summer season. If
however the cooling within the cloud takes the tem per a ture of its
upper levels below freezing point, then the cloud becomes a ‘cold’
cloud. This cate gori sa tion is not only im por tant for cloud seeding
but for me te o rology in general because the pre cip i ta tion for ma -
tion mech a nisms within warm and cold clouds are sig nif i cantly
different.   

If the cloud is a ‘warm’ cloud (all its water droplets are above
freezing-point), cloud seeding consists of spraying hy gro scopic
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par ti cles into it; these are par ti cles that absorb water, such as salt.
In all clouds, con den sa tion can only occur if there is a suf fi cient
supply of ‘con den sa tion nuclei’ because sat u rated water vapour
needs some thing to condense upon. That ‘some thing’ may be sea
salt, dust, sand or carbon par ti cles, all of which have been drawn
into the cloud by air rising from the Earth's surface. In many
clouds, there is a short fall of con den sa tion nuclei and some sat u -
rated water vapour is unable to condense. In me te o rology, this
water vapour is referred to as being ‘supersaturated’.

So the idea behind this type of cloud seeding is to provide extra
con den sa tion nuclei material so that all the sat u rated and su per sat -
u rated water vapour will be able to condense and form water
droplets (clouds). Rain occurs when the water droplets collide and
merge to form bigger water drops. When these large water drops
become too heavy to be sup ported by the upcurrents in the cloud,
they fall out as rain. The theory is that the seeded cloud will be
changed to contain more and bigger water droplets, so the rain
that falls from the cloud will be heavier and last longer.

However many clouds are not ‘warm’ clouds because they
extend above the freezing level (the height where the tem per a ture
drops below zero DegC) and are defined as ‘cold’ clouds.  Above
the freezing level, cold clouds are formed partly of ice crystals but
there will also be some water droplets that have stayed in the liquid 
water state despite being below freezing point. These water
droplets are defined as ‘super cooled’; this means that they are
ready to freeze but they cannot do so until they en coun tered
suitable par ti cles around which to freeze. What they require are
par ti cles known as ‘freezing nuclei’.

When the super cooled water droplets en counter
already-formed ice crystals, they im me di ately freeze upon them,
making these ice crystals bigger. When the ice crystals are too
heavy to be sup ported by the upcurrents in the cloud, they fall out
as pre cip i ta tion, usually (but not always) melting to water drops as
they fall into the warmer air nearer the surface of the Earth. This is
by far the most common natural rain-making process.
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The cloud seeding pro ce dure for cold clouds is to spray par ti -
cles into the cloud to act as an ad di tional supply of freezing nuclei.
The par ti cles are designed to mimic the struc ture of ice. Common
ma te rials used for this purpose are solid carbon dioxide (dry ice) or 
silver iodide. At the ap pro priate time and place within the cloud,
the in tro duc tion of these par ti cles should in theory result in more
freezing, bigger ice crystals and heavier pre cip i ta tion, de liv ering in
due course a greater amount of rain to the ground below.

The usual method of both types of cloud seeding is by aircraft.
At the ap pro priate location, the seeding material is either released
from the aircraft in a stream or it may be fired as a particle-filled
ex plo sive shell that is det o nated shortly after. An al ter na tive
method is to fire the ex plo sive shell from the ground and detonate
it at an ap pro priate height. This method is ob vi ously less flexible
when compared to aircraft delivery but both methods have been
used in the past. Ob vi ously, the seeding material has to be placed
within the cloud at the right place for there to be any chance of
success.
Does it work?
Seeding warm and cold clouds has the po ten tial to work suc cess -
fully in certain highly specific cir cum stances. However many
long-term tests have not in di cated success with any sort of re li -
ability and many ex per i ments have been judged a failure. Some
sci en tists have pointed out that the at mo sphere is far too complex
a struc ture to respond reliably to such sim plistic hit-and-miss
operations.

Today, there are still a number of nations who ex per i ment with 
cloud seeding. Israel has claimed success with a 15% rainfall en -
hance ment in a dry area of its country; Mexico con tinues with ex -
per i ments and also claims some success. Texas, in the USA, has
con ducted many ex per i ments over the years; the results are
variable and disputed routinely. 

Research is still carried out to some extent in other coun tries,
mainly those who have large areas of land that suffer from a lack of
rain. The spe cialist com pa nies who carry out seeding op er a tions
are still awarded con tracts by other states and au thor i ties in various 
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parts of the world. For obvious reasons, there tend to be claims of
success from these com mer cial sources. Cer tainly, any claim of
success based on a single or small number of events is invalid. Most 
people would be highly sus pi cious of a single sequence of ‘rain
dance per formed - rain arrived - total success achieved’ The words
‘cloud seeding’ could be sub sti tuted for ‘rain dance’!

So the extent of the in flu ence of cloud seeding is very limited.
Seeding done within a par tic ular cloud can only affect that cloud.
A series of seeding op er a tions may affect a system of clouds but the
chance of each cloud being poised to react sim i larly is remote. This 
is why cloud seeding has had so little positive effect over its long
history.

Are there other ways to change
the weather deliberately?

It is tempting to say ‘no’ because the amount of energy needed to
alter any other element of weather is so enormous. However there
is one way that has been attempted down the ages. This does not
change the weather in the sense that cloud seeding tries to do but it 
attempts to change the weather conditions at a particular local area 
for a limited period of time. It is the deployment and continuing
generation of a smoke screen; this has often been used to achieve
military advantage.

Obviously, thick smoke will have a great effect upon those
subjected to it. They will not be able to see their adversaries and
this will put them in great danger. It may affect the operation of
their equipment and cause it and them to become technologically
impaired. Perhaps more importantly, it may affect their health. It
may incapacitate or even kill. However the smoke screen can only
be maintained if the general weather permits. A changing wind
would blow the smoke away – or even blow it back on those who
are generating it. A calm wind will result in the smoke particles
sinking to the ground.

Even so, it has to be admitted that a large and persistent smoke
screen does indeed alter the local weather to some limited degree.
This has been seen in the deliberate or accidental burning of oil
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wells, for instance; the ignited oil provides a continuous supply of
dense, choking and obscuring smoke that spreads out to affect very 
large areas of ground downwind. Large forest fires have the same
effect and their deliberate firing is not unknown. Probably the
largest scale obscuration comes from volcanic action and this can
certainly affect the weather over a large area.

Aside from the direct effects already discussed, the general
weather within a smoke polluted zone is likely to be colder because 
the sun is obscured. Technically, therefore, the deliberate
generation of a dense and persistent smoke screen is a method of
changing the weather to some degree, although its effect is very
limited and highly unreliable.

Weather control in the Bible
God and the weather
The Bible leaves us in no doubt that God is in charge of the
weather and able to control it. There are many oc ca sions in the
Bible when God is reported to use elements of weather to achieve
par tic ular purposes. This ranges from huge, violent storms sent to
bring ret ri bu tion and pun ish ment through to his gentle and loving 
delivery of life-giving rain or balmy sunshine to his favoured
people; there is also his personal use of cloud as an ob scuring agent
during the times he wishes to com mu ni cate directly with people. 
– Wind, rain, storms and more…  the Old Tes ta ment book of

1 Samuel pro vides a typ ical ex ample: The Is ra el ites were dis -
obe dient to God and Samuel (an im por tant early prophet) was 
de ter mined to teach them a lesson and bring them to their
senses. At the time of wheat har vest, when the weather is nor -
mally dry and set tled, Samuel gath ered the people to gether
and then asked God to send ‘thunder and rain’ upon them.
This was de liv ered im me di ately. Unsurprisingly, the people
were con vinced and re turned to wor ship God - and of course
Sam uel’s rep u ta tion was greatly en hanced, too.1
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An even more ex treme ex ample is given in the book of Ezekiel:
Gog (Prince of the land of Magog) had at tacked Israel with a
huge army. God de fended his people by waging war upon the at -
tackers. He sent ex treme el e ments of weather to af flict them,
grievous storms in cluding wind, rain, hail, light ning and thunder; 
in ad di tion there were earth quakes, plagues and other ill nesses. As 
a result, Gog and his army were de feated and Israel was saved
from de struc tion.1

– Drought: God also used his con trol of weather to pro duce
drought con di tions in a number of places in the Old Tes ta -
ment. The book of Haggai re cords how the people of Israel re -
turned to Judah after their Bab y lo nian exile. They were
in structed by God to re build the Temple in Je ru salem. How -
ever the Is ra el ites ig nored this in struc tion in favour or building 
their own houses and farms. God then ‘en cour aged’ them to
start work on the Temple by im posing a drought upon them;
this, of course, caused many prob lems in cluding the loss of all
their crops. The Bible re cords that the people de cided to start
work on the Temple im me di ately! 2

– Cloud: God is first re ported to use cloud as an ob scuring agent
in the book of Exodus when he was guiding the Is ra el ites on
their journey from Egypt to the ‘Prom ised Land’. In this case,
God was ob scured by a ‘pillar of cloud’ during the day which
became a ‘pillar of fire’ at night.3 The ‘ob scuring cloud’ device
is used many more times in Exodus. God de scended to Mount
Sinai in a cloud when Moses re ceived the Ten Com mand -
ments.4 God con cealed in clouds was also re ferred to in the
Psalms and in Nehemiah.5

There is sim ilar use of cloud in the New Tes ta ment. For in -
stance, Mat thew’s gospel tells of the events of the Trans fig u ra tion
of Jesus, when he was af firmed as God’s son. Jesus had taken three 
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of his dis ci ples to the top of a high moun tain. The text reads: ‘…a
bright cloud en vel oped them and a voice from the cloud said:
“This is my Son, who I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 
him!”’ 1

Jesus and weather
– Calming the storm: there are two oc ca sions re corded in the

New Tes ta ment when Jesus dem on strated his con trol of
weather. The first is known as the ‘Calming of the Storm.’
Jesus and his dis ci ples were crossing the Sea of Gal ilee in a
small open boat. Jesus was asleep when a sudden squall
brought very strong winds which soon whipped up the sea into 
large waves. The dis ci ples strug gled to con trol the small boat
and became in creas ingly afraid that it would sink. They woke
Jesus in great fear. The cul mi na tion of the story is his dra matic
com mand to the wind and waves: ‘Be quiet, be still!’ There was 
in stant obe di ence.2

The other oc ca sion is during the very well-known ‘Walking on
the Water’ ac count. Here, Jesus was not with the dis ci ples in the
boat. A very strong wind started to blow and the waves were rising 
dan ger ously. The dis ci ples were again strug gling with the small
boat and were in great fear. Then Jesus came to them, walking on
the water. When he climbed into the boat, the wind and waves
were stilled. This time, there was no com mand spoken to the
wind and waves but his pres ence in the boat im posed an im me -
diate calm.3 

– Use of cloud: in the New Tes ta ment, Jesus re ferred to the
return of the ‘Son of Man’ – a term he often used to de scribe
him self: ‘… they will see the Son of Man coming in (or on) a
cloud in power and great glory.’4 (How ever, when this is men -
tioned in the book of Rev e la tion, the text is: ‘…and seated on
the cloud was one like a son of man…’ 5). In Rev e la tion, there
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is a clear de scrip tion of a man’s figure seated ON (upon) the
cloud. While the Greek word used in the Mat thew text may be
trans lated in Eng lish as ‘in’ or ‘on’, the Greek word used in
Rev e la tion means ‘on’ or ‘upon’ only.

In fact this is an ex ample of a very clever use of im agery de scrip -
tion. Throughout the Bible, God is always de scribed as being
con cealed in (within) the cloud. Ex am ples of this were given in
the sec tion ‘God and the weather’ above. This device is always
em ployed be cause it is im pos sible for anyone to pic ture God.
How ever, Jesus can be pic tured as a man, even if we cannot know
ex actly what he looked like. In this sort of image, we can still
present him as a vis ible human figure sit ting upon the clouds.
This is a fine ex ample of the com mu ni ca tion of spir i tual ideas by
the use of weather imagery.

Broad-scale weather control
today: changing the climate

The relationship between weather and climate
There is a clear dif fer ence between ‘weather’ and ‘cli mate’. Both
these words appear in the IPCC warnings and there is a need to re -
cog nise the dif fer ence. ‘Weather’ may be defined as the at mo -
spheric con di tions that exist in the open air. Although this will
commonly refer to the con di tions at or near the ground, it can also
be the weather con di tions in the at mo sphere at con sid er able
height. Both com mer cial and military aircraft are in ter ested in the
weather con di tions that will affect them at their cruising levels.

Ba si cally, ‘weather’ is a com bi na tion of the con di tions which
we find anytime we go outside into the free air. People have many
terms to describe the weather they find, using words such as ‘cold,
windy, cloudy, raining, humid, etc.’. Sci en tific me te o rology
defines weather con di tions by making ob ser va tions that are
recorded in various sci en tific scales; tem per a ture is recorded in
Degrees Celsius or Degrees Fahr en heit (DegC, DegF), wind speed 
in knots (kt) or metres per second (m/s), rainfall in inches (in) or
milli metres (mm), etc. However assessed or measured, the result is
an ob ser va tion of the ‘weather’ at that place and at that time.
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‘Cli mate’ is the general weather ex pe ri enced by an area or
region. In most regions of the world, there are specific seasons of
weather (summer, winter, etc.). People define their climate by
their com mu nity ex pe ri ence over an extended period. However,
climate is highly related to weather, since it is the ac cu mu la tion of
in di vidual weather events over a long period of time.

People describe climate in the same terms as weather, although
there are some ad di tional de scrip tions like ‘tem per ate’, ‘mar i time’
and ‘con ti nen tal’. Sci en tific me te o rology defines climate by av er -
aging its weather ob ser va tion mea sure ments; the climate values of
one year are often con trasted with long-term averages of climate to 
de ter mine whether the year was ‘cold’, ‘av er age’ or ‘wet’, etc.

So climate and weather are very closely related. Climate is a per -
cep tion of weather that can be con structed from a record of
weather events. Climate is a product of weather; it does not exist
without it.1

Imposing a different climate
The o ret i cally, there are three ways to change the climate of an
area. The first is to change in di vidual weather events. Done con sis -
tently, these changed events would cumulate over an extended
period to impose a dif ferent climate. Earlier in this chapter, the
dis cus sion of cloud seeding showed that the al ter ation of rainfall
events is dif fi cult, un re li able and likely to be un suc cessful. Apart
from the use of smoke (which is even more un re li able than cloud
seeding), there are no other ways of changing in di vidual weather
events.

The second way is to de lib er ately alter the veg e ta tion cover of
the land, although this will need to be done over an ex ten sive area
if it is to be ef fec tive in a climate sense. Changing to a rich cover of
growing plants – ev ery thing from thick grass land to dense forest –
will cause heat and moisture to be added to the at mo sphere, es pe -
cially if ir ri ga tion is in stalled. The heating and moist ening of the
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air will generate uplift, cloud and pre cip i ta tion to some degree and 
this will con tribute to the de ter mi na tion of the climate in that
area. Al ter na tively, removing veg e ta tion (de for es ta tion, land
clearing for ag ri cul ture) will have the opposite effect, with cloud
and rainfall reduced. Severe land clear ance will impose a barren
climate upon the land, even desertification. 

The third way would be to alter the broad-scale weather
patterns from previous norms. This would alter the be hav iour of
weather systems and change the climate. The for ma tion and be -
hav iour of broad-scale weather patterns is very complex. Such
patterns cover huge areas of the globe and involve a great amount
of energy. Mankind has never de lib er ately affected such weather
patterns but current warnings of climate change show that in ad -
ver tent changes are possible. This will be dis cussed in more detail
in Chapter 7. 
Achieving reversion to a previous climate
In a real sense, this is the ultimate weather control issue which is
assuming greater im por tance as the current sit u a tion becomes
clearer. It is already apparent that global warming has sub stan tially 
altered the sea ice dis tri bu tions of polar and high latitude regions.
This, and the general rise in sea tem per a ture, has caused very
low-lying areas across the world to be flooded; in addition, the ap -
par ently small land and sea tem per a ture changes have already
affected plant and animal life significantly.

Re ver sion of these effects could only be achieved by the res to ra -
tion of colder sea tem per a tures and the ref or ma tion of ice at the
Poles and else where. Total re ver sion seems unlikely in the short
term but a slowing of global warming should retard further
changes. Current efforts con cen trate upon slowing the global
warming trend, mainly by con cen trating upon reducing carbon
emissions.

Global warming cer tainly has the po ten tial to affect and alter
weather patterns but this is a much more dif fi cult matter to assess.
If climates were altered in this way, it is certain that re ver sion to
previous weather or climate patterns would be a most dif fi cult,
even im pos sible task.
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God’s people and weather control
Does God want his people to be able to control the weather or the
climate of an area? The Bible may suggest an answer. The Old
Testament is full of accounts of the people’s disobedience to God’s 
will and how he becomes angry and sometimes despairing when
this happens. The people are guilty of a whole range of truly
negative actions (sins) including selfishness, dishonesty, cruelty,
weakness and many others.

However, the Bible establishes the worst sin of humanity early
in the book of Genesis, namely any attempt to achieve equality
with God. Essentially, this is what happened in the symbolism of
the Garden of Eden when the forbidden fruit was eaten. Perhaps
this is even more clearly illustrated by the Tower of Babel story,1
when the people were not only being disobedient to the will of
God but had returned to the sinful ambition of achieving equality
with him.

In the story, God had noted that his people were multiplying
satisfactorily and now he wanted them to scatter and occupy the
whole Earth. Unfortunately, this was not what the people wanted!
They all shared the same language and culture; they were leading
comfortable lives and were well-settled in a pleasant land. So they
decided to ignore God and live together in one large magnificent
city which they set about building.

Then they made the situation much worse. They decided to
build a very high tower in the centre of their city, a huge tower
which would ‘reach to the heavens’, thus putting them on a level
with God and achieving the equality they sought. Since God
would then have no authority over them, they could do what they
liked – and this was their goal. In particular, it would mean that
they could all stay together forever in their pleasant lifestyle. The
story tells how God observed what was happening and took swift
and decisive action. He confused their single language so that they
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could no longer communicate with each other and then physically
scattered them all over the Earth.

So the symbolism of the Tower of Babel suggests that God will
not permit humankind to ‘go their own way’ to the ultimate extent.
On the other hand, we know that God created mankind to have free
will. Fortunately, it is possible to reconcile these two statements.
Perhaps the analogy of a small child and his or her parents will
illustrate this reconciliation.

The parents want the child to develop optimally; for this to
happen, he or she must have freedom (free will) to discover and
develop. But the free will cannot extend into actions of danger which
have the potential to injure or kill, e.g. playing with a sharp knife. If
the parents see that the child’s actions lead to such dangers, they will
prevent that particular action. Although this will frustrate the child, it
is clearly an action of love and nurture.

Similarly, God wishes his people to have free will and to be
intelligent and inventive; indeed, this is the way the world advances
and develops. By allowing free will, God demonstrates his great love
and nurture for his people. However he will not allow actions which
pose extreme danger for them. If people actually achieved ‘equality’
with God, the father and child relationship would be destroyed and
separation would occur. God knows that the loss of his love and
nurture would undoubtedly be a very great danger for his people
(children). In love, he is not willing to allow this to happen.

So God is willing to allow his people to acquire the scientific
knowledge needed to protect themselves and the world. In many
ways, this is already happening with global warming, weather and
climate change; there has already been a great deal of study and
inventiveness applied to the analyses and solutions of these particular
problems. Perhaps even more importantly, it is increasingly
appreciated that problems which are truly global require truly global
solutions. This in turn needs truly global cooperation between the
nations of the world. It also means personal engagement, support and 
compassion for others, in a global sense. All encapsulated in three
words: ‘love one another….’
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